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Interview Summary 

Person(s) Interviewed:    Robert Ward, Regional Counsel, Region 8 
 

Interviewers:  MaryKay Lynch (by phone), Allyn Stern (by phone) 
 
Date: December 2, 2015   
 
Time: 9:00 am – 10:20 am   
 
Bob Ward was interviewed on December 2, 2015, as part of an EPA led After-Action review of the 
Agency‘s response to the release at Gold King Mine in Colorado on August 5, 2015.  Bob’s focus was on 
the legal issues. 
 
Synopsis of interview 
 
General Observations and Recommendations. 
 

• The significance of the release was initially underestimated.  
 

• Coordination between ORC and OGC happened quickly and went well 
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Notification 
 

• Bob learned about the release the morning of August 6. Early on August 6, this appeared to be a 
localized issue, but soon became clear that the plume was moving downstream quickly.    

 
Emergency Operations Center/Incident Command/Unified Area Command Structure 
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Public Information and Communications 
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